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niece, claimed the succession (,1342). The French
peers supported the latter, and Montfort did homage
to Edward. Civil war followed, and the French and
English came into conflict. No decisive result was
reached, however, and another truce was soon after-
wards concluded. At the same time the Pope offered
to arbitrate. Both parties agreed to allow him to do
so; but the fact of his residence at Avignon placed
him too much under French control, and the attempt
naturally failed. War broke out again, but the scene
of operations was changed. Just before the renewal
of hostilities Artevelde was assassinated, and, being
thus deprived of his chief supporter in Flanders,
Edward determined to attack France in another
quarter, An army was despatched to Guienne, and
there the Earl of Derby defeated the French at
Auberoche. He failed, however, to profit by his
victory, and was soon afterwards blockaded at
Aiguillon (1345). For his relief Edward collected
a large army, and landed at La Hogue in Normandy
with the object of drawing off the French from the
south by means of a counter attack. He advanced
in an easterly direction towards Paris, but found that,
though he had gained his immediate object, he was
in danger of being surrounded. He therefore turned
northwards to join the Flemmings, and had reached
Cre^y before Philip, who had pursued him in hot
haste, came up. Edward, thus brought to bay,
selected his own position and fought on the defensive.
The impetuosity of the French nobles and the skill
of the English archers resulted in the total destruc-
tion of Philip's army (1346). Edward, saved from